The Progression of Antisemetism in Nazi Germany Prior to 1941

	throughout Human History, Hatred and Fundamental Misunderstandings Have Caused Great Suffering and Persecution. There Are Dozens of These Groups of People Who Have, At Some Point in Their History, Incurred the Wrath of Their Governments for Various Political Reasons. Antisemetism, The Hatred of the Jewish Peoples, Is One Such Discrimination That Persisted in Several Societies. Perhaps the Most Extreme and Horrific Example of This Phenomenon Is the Antisemetism Pushed by the Nazi Regime in the Years During and Prior to the Holocaust. The Most Prominent and Influential Figure in the Nazi Party Was, Of Course, Adolf Hitler.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	it has Been Speculated Hitler Himself May Have Had Jewish Heritage, But No Evidence Supports This Assertion. It Is Widely Believed That Hitler’s Antisemitic Ideas Stemmed From the Years He Lived in Vienna, From 1908-1913. These Two Influences Were Mayor Karl Lueger and the Pan-German Politician Georg Von Schonerer, Who Were Both Anti-Semites in the Public Eye During That Timeframe. After Living in Vienna and Serving in World War I, The Antisemitic Mindset Among His Fellow Soldiers Also Helped Cement the Matter in Hitler’s Mind. According to Hitler Himself, His Initial Attraction to Nazi-Esque and Antisemetic Ideas Was for a Number of Reasons, Among Them Being His Inability to Fully Commit to Any Other Established German Political Party (Mein Kampf, Adolf Hitler.) By 1919, Hitler Successfully, Officially Founded the Nazi Party. The German Public Was Very Willing to Submit to Nazi Ideas of Antisemetism Thanks to Widespread Propaganda and Public Disenchantment with the Current Government Following World War I. Hitler’s Charisma and Excellent Public Speaking Skills Also Persuaded the Masses to Follow This Extreme Outlook. Hitler’s Book, Mein Kampf , Was Bought by Millions. Later the Following Year, The Nazi 25 Point Party Program Was Published. This Work Detailed, Among Other Unrelated Sociopolitical Issues, The Nazi’s Desire to Segregate Jews From Aryan Society and Abolish Jewish Political and Legal Rights(The 25 Points 1920: An Early Nazi Program.) The Nazi Party Then Grew in Power and Prevalence Relatively Fast. 	
	in Late March of 1933, The German Parliament Transferred Full Legislative Authority to the Nazi Party. Exercising Their New Power, 1 April 1933 The Nazis Boycotted Jewish Businesses and Jewish Professionals. Acts of Vandalism and Violence Occurred Against Jewish Citizens, But the Police Rarely Acted to Stop Such Crimes. Although the Boycott Only Lasted One Day and Seemed to Have Little Immediate Impact, The Full Brunt of the Action Manifested a Mere Week Afterward. A Law Passed Stating Employment in Civil Service Positions Could Only Be Held by Aryans. Jewish Workers in All Sectors and Educational Levels Were Fired As a Result. During the Next Few Years, Book Burnings Targeting Jewish Authors and Subject Matter Were Carried Out. A Blacklist of Books Deemed Un-German Was Compiled by Wolfgang Herrmann and Served As a Template for the Nazi Book Burners.Joseph Goebbels, A Nazi Minister, Did All Within His Power to Align German Popular Art and Culture with Nazi Goals. Goebbels Used His Contacts to Enlist University Students Into the Nazi Party, Bringing in New Blood. On 10 May 1933, Students Burned Several Thousand Deemed Un-German Books and Marched by Torchlight in Support of Germany. About 40,000 People Gathered to Hear Goebbels’ Speech About Jewish Corruption. His Focus Was On the Youth in the Crowd As He Shouted in German, “as a Young Person, To Already Have the Courage to Face the Pitiless Glare, To Overcome the Fear of Death, And to Regain Respect for Death; This Is the Task of This Young Generation.”(Bonfire Speech, Joseph Goebbels.)Meanwhile, Antisemetic Laws Continued to Be Passed. These Laws Ranged From Forbidding Jews Admission Into Medical School, To Not Allowing Jewish Actors Stage or Screen Time.
	in 1935, The Nuremberg Laws Redefined a Jew in the Popular Mind. The First Amendment Identified a Jew As Anyone Who Had Three or Four Jewish Grandparents. There Was No Mention of Religious Alignment or Good Standing Within the Jewish Community; If an Individual Met the Criteria, They Were Jewish. Other Regulations and Addendums Further Alienated the Jewish Population. December of 1935, The Reich Propaganda Ministry Issued a Decree Stating the Names of Jewish Soldiers Would Not Be Listed Alongside the Other Dead at World War I Memorials. To Prevent Jewish Citizens From Making an Honest Living, Jewish Employees Were Systematically Fired and Their Businesses Were Sold to Germans at Far Below Actual Market Value. The Only Real Lull in Openly Displayed Antisemetic Propaganda Was During the 1936 Olympics in Berlin. Hitler and His Regime Were Worried About the Loss of Revenue If Any Other Countries Caught Wind of the Current Policies. After the Olympics, Government Sanctioned Hatred of the Jews Resumed at Full Force. According to the Researchers at the Holocaust Memorial Museum, One of the Worst Incidents That Occurred in These Years Was Kristallnacht, The ‘night of Crystal.’ Kristallnacht, A Particularly Violent Night in Late November of 1938, Spanned Across Austria and Areas of Czechoslovakia As Well As Germany. Nazi Troops Scoured the Streets and Vandalized Jewish Homes, Remaining Businesses, Synagogues, And Related Buildings. The Properties Were Ransacked and Rivers of Broken Glass Flooded the Streets, Lending the Night It’s Misleadingly Beautiful Title. Kristallnacht: A Nationwide Pogrom,
In the Years Directly Proceeding the Polish Invasion, Hitler and His Inner Circle Displayed an Even Stronger Public Platform of German Supremacy From a Biological Standpoint. Dr. Ley, Who Held a Number of Important Positions Within Hilter’s Regime, Said the Following During His May 1939 Speech;“my Party Comrades, Today the Swastika Forces the World to Take a Position for or Against Us. The World Must Decide. It has No Choice. There Can Be No Compromise. The Jew Leads the Other World. It Is All or Nothing. There Is No Going Back.”(The Jews or Us, Robert Ley.)On the Morning of the 1941attack, Hitler Told His Fellow Nazis; “the Purpose of This Front Is No Longer the Protection of the Individual Nations, But Rather the Safety of Europe, And Therefore the Salvation of Everyone.” (The Fuhrer to the German People, Adolf Hitler.)Later That Day the Holocaust Officially Began, Forever Staining History.
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