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Abstract
The Following Paper Seeks to Investigate the Burning Controversial Issues and Polemical Discussions Generated by Edward Said’s Orientalism and His Critics..As Matter of Fact, Orientalism Is a Galvanizing Book That Catapulted His Author Into International Stage. It has Also Exerted an Influential Impact On Many Academic Disciplines. In Addition, It has Triggered Various Reactions Ranging From Positive Appraisal to a Clear Rejection of the Book and Attack of His Author.
For Those Who Attack the Book, They Base Their Refutations On Many Grounds: First, They Appreciate the Positive Contributions of Orientalism in Exploring the Mystries of the Orient and Record It's Historical Heritage. Second, Orientalism Is Perceived As a Pure Academic Knowledge Not Polluted by Colonial Sins or Biased Distortions. They Further Expound the Viewpoint That If Orientalism Happened to Distort the Others, Every Culture in It's Turn has It's Own System of Prejudgements and Stereotypes About the Other Cultures. Furthermore, The Orientalist Tradition Is Characterized by Heterogeneity and Multivocal Voices and Not Homogenization. Finally, It Is Based On Humanistic Noble Mission to Explore and Civilize the “fellow Brothers” Who Are Still Living in Utter Darkness and Backwardness. Conversely, Following Edward Said Model, The Anti- Orientalism’s Arguments Are Strikingly More Convincing and Founded On Firmly Solid Grounds. They Claim That the Orientalists Have Produced a Grotesque Misrepresantation About the Orient in General and Islam in Particular. Moreover, They Contend That Racism, Eurocentric Diffusionism, Anti-Humanism and Imperialism Have Been the Salient Foundations of Orientalist Discourse.Indeed, Said’s Anti-Orientalism Standpoint Is Deep-Seated to Be Shaken by Implausible Claims or Superficial Speculations.
1- The Problematic Nature of Defining Orientalism:
The Term Orientalism Appeared in England in 1889 And in France in 1799.Yet, The Early Beginnings of the Term Is Debatable. Some Consider the Time of the Crusades As the Initial Stage of Orientalism While Others Consider the Attempt of John of Damascus During the Seven Century to Teach Christians the Principles of Islamic Dialectics, As the Official Onset of This Discipline. Other Historians Consider the Rise of Orientalism Was In1312 After the Church Consensus Decree to Establish Several Classes for Teaching and Learning Arabic in Different European Universities. During This Period Downward, Many Westerners Have Studied Islam and Arabic, Translated the Meaning of the Holy Quran and Other Islamic Literary Works. Among the First Orientalists We Can Cite the French Monk Jerbert, Who Was Appointed the Pope of the Roman Church in 999 After Learning in the Andalus, Pierrrele Aénéré 1092-1156 And Gérard De Grémone1114-1187. In Addition to Fanatical Figures Like A.J.Arberry Who Wrote Many Books Such As Islam Today, An Introduction to Sophism, And Translation of the Quran , A. Geom and Baron Garra De Vaux, H.A.R.Gibb, Gold Ziher, S.M.Zweimer, G.Von Grunbaum, A.J.Wensink, K.Gragg, M.Green, D.B.Macdonald, And Many Others.
My Point of Departure Is to Provide a Definition of the Phenomenon of Orientalism. Etymologically, The Orient Stands for the Distant and the Source of the Sunrise, Simply a Synonym for the Asiatic East As a Whole. According to Such Definition, It has a Geographical Meaning
:the Orient As a Whole Including China, India, Persia and the Islamic Territories. As a Discipline, It Denotes the Long Tradition of Academic Studies Established by Western Scholars to Discover the Whole Eastern Civilizations and Various Aspects of the Oriental World’s Cultural Heritage, Including Religions, History and Languages. Orientalism in This Sense Is Qualified As a Pure Academic Pursuit and As a Means of Cultural Interaction with the Other Oriental Cultures.
With the Publication of Said’s Monumental Book Orientalism, New Rebellious Dimensions Emerge Against the Old-Fashioned Assumptions of Orientalism. It No Longer Stands for Pure Scholastic Knowledge, But Instead Represents Negative Connotations and Projects the Western Ideological Views On the East.
For Said, Orientalism Is a Discourse Tightly Linked to Power and Domination. Following the Footsteps of Foucault, Said Believes That There Is Nothing As Disinterested or Neutrally Objective Knowledge. Indeed, Every Attempt for “savoir” Is a Will to “pouvoir” According to Foucault. Put It Differently, Orientalism As a Discourse Is Not Necessary a Category Equal or Opposable to Language, Speech, Writing, Thought or Ideas. It Participates in All of These but Is Not Reducible to Any of Them. To Speak of Discourse Is to Speak of a Network of Attitudes, Biased Views, Modelled Clichés and Perceptions in Their Totality. In His Introduction to Orientalism, Said Explains the Effective Usefulness and Applicability of the Discourse Notion to Orientalism: “ I Have Found It Useful Here to Employ Micheal Foucault’s Notion...To Identify Orientalism. My Contention Is That Without Examining Orientalism As a Discourse, One Can Not Possibly Understand the Enormously Systematic Discipline by Which European Culture Was Able to Manage -And Even Produce- The Orient Politically, Sociologically,Militarily, Ideologically, Scientifically, And Imaginatively”
.
Said’s Definition Is More Comprehensive and Inclusive. It Does Not Limits Itself to the Pure Scholastic Pursuit, But Instead Comprises the Other Aspects and Sites . That Is, It Provides Multi-Dimentional Qualifications of Orientalism As “a Generic Western Approach to the Orient”, “ A Western Style for Dominating, Restructuring, And Having Authority Over the Orient”(3), “lenses of Vision, Thought and Perception”, "A Distribution of Geopolitical Awareness Into Aesthetic, Scholarly, Economic, Sociological, Historical, And Philological Texts." (12) , “ A Textual Archive of All Negative Attributes About the Orient”, “a Political Doctrine of Western Hegemony”, “an
Amalgam of Facts and Fiction, Of Images and Lexicograghies”, “a Will to Domination Over the Orient”(5) And a “systematic Topic of Learning, Discovery and Practice”.
Owing to Said’s Comprehensive Framework , A Huge Wave of Literary Revisionism Was Born and Critics Feel Bound to Cite Said’s View That Many Literary Works Such As Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, Verdi’s Aida, , Kipling’s Kim Are Just the Sites and Configuration of Imperial Notions About Non-Western World.

in Addition, Edward Said Distinguishes Between Two Types of Orientalism; Latent and Manifest. The Former Also Is Known As the Classical Orientalism Whereas the Latter Is a Modern One.The Former Covers the Historical Period From the Ancient Greece to the Pre-Eighteenth Century, While the Latter Elucidates the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries When Orientalism Became an Established “corporate Institution” Tightly Integrated Through Invisible Network of the Intelligence Communities, Business Corporations, Political Establishments and Academic Departments All Devoted to Reinforce the West Authority and Superiority Over the Orient. Withing This New Mode of Reference, The Orientalist Was No Longer Exclusively an Intellectual Scholar, But Also a Politician and Administrator Like Lord Cromer and Balfour,Or an Imperial Agent Like T.E. Lawrence and Sir William Jones. Orientalism “is a Style of Thought Based Upon an Ontological and Epistemological Distinction Made Between the Orient and the Occident.”

Despite This Historical Division in Terms of Latent and Manifest, Said Maintains That “the Core of the Orientalist Dogma” Remained Intact.(234)
2- Orientalism Polemic Between Misrepresentations and Accurate Knowledge:
The Issue of Representation of Othe Societies, Races and Cultures Is of Paramount Importance in Orientalist Discourse. It Triggered Polarized Views and Conflicting Stances. While Said Strongly Argues That “all Representations Are Misrepresentations.”(21), His Opponents Express Their Incredulity in This Regard.They Often Claim That Every Culture Not Only Shapes The
Outlook and Vision of the People Belonging to It, But Also Imposes Corrections On the Other Cultures and Communities. Put It Differently, Every Culture has It's Own Stereotypes and Prejudices On the Other Societies.This Holds True for All Religions, Institutions, Ethnic Groups and Political Parties As Well. By Way of Illustration, Islam Divide Communities Into Antithetical Poles: The Homeland of the Faithful Believers and the Territories of the Atheists and Pagans.In Addition, Many Ethnic Groups Believe in Supremacy and Superiority Over the Others. Therefore, It Is Not Only the Western Culture That Misrepresents the Others, But Also the Others Apply the Same Logic in Their Portrayal of Other Cultures.
In the Second Place, Many Critics Express Their Disappointment at Said’s Work. Nadim Al-Bitar for Example, Asks: “ How Could Said Generalize and Claim That Orientalism in It's Entirety Is Characterized by Animosity to Islam? How Could He Use Such Absolute Sweeping Statements,Without Qualification, And Then Claim That His Generalization Are Scientific? Has He Actually Read, In Depth or Even Superficially, All Sixty Thousand of These Books and Did Not Find in Them Anything to Contradict His Discoveries Regarding the Nature of Orientalism and the Stance of Inferiority From-Birth of the East?”
 Said Indeed Estimates That About Sixty Thousand
Books About the Islamic Orient Were Published Between 1800 And 1950. Other Arab Secular Intellectuals Such As Jalal Alazm, Hasan Ali Alsaghir,Walid Nuwayhid and Others Investigate the Positive Contribution of Orientalism to the Study of the Quran and Presenting Islam to the Western World.They Also Believe That the Orientalist Research Is of Great Value That Should Be
Studied Cautiously with Openness and Not Hostility.They Also Assign an Important Role to German Orientalism of the Nineteenth Century That Viewed Islam As a Classical Culture-Deed but Possessed of Great Value and Worthy of the Same Philological Scrutiny and Attention Granted to Studies of Ancient Greece and Rome. In the Process, They Performed “funeral Services” Which
Presumed to Bring the Remains of a Noble Culture to Eternal Rest, Accompanied by Great Respect and Veneration.
In the Third Place, Said Was Accused of Reductionism and Selectivity in the Sense That He Downplays the Importance of Courageous Orientalist Figures Who Shows Their Sympathy and Fascination and Deep Respect Toward the Orient in General and Islam in Particular Like Louis Massingnon, Jaques Berque , Maxime Rodinson and Lawrence. Finally, They Argue That Orientalism Deformations of Islam Should Be Understood Within the Enlightenment Context in the Eighteenth Century When Reason Relaced Faith and Philosophy Filled the Void of Religion.They Strenghten Their Assumptions by Neitzsche’s Motto ‘god Is Dead’ And Karl Marx’s Proposition ‘religion Is the Opium of the People’.That Is, The Vilification of Religion, Be It Christianity or Islam, Was the Norm and the Fashion of the Enlightenment.
In His Turn, Said Considers His Critics Views As Superflous and Unsubstantial for Many Reasons: For a Start, Louis Massignon’s High Respect for Islamic Spiritual Sophism of Alhalaj Should Not Hide the Fact That He Was an Adviser for the French Government Against Muslims in North Africa .He Was Also Appointed to the Rank of the Administrator of the French Colonies in North Africa Mainly in Algiers.Besides, He Served in the French Army for Five Years During the World War I.What Is Worse, His Consultations Led to the Horrific Massacre of Killing More Than Million Moslims in Algiers. As Far As Lawrence Is Concerned, He Was an Imperial Agent and a British Army Officer in the Islamic Orient. It Is True That He Was Enthusiastic About the Freedom of the Arab Countries From Ottman Empire, But in His Seven Pillars of Wisdom,He Considered That the True Independence of These Arab Countries Could Be Achieved Only Under the Leadership of Britain.A Mere Appeal to Substitue the Ottman Rule with the British Imperialism!Concerning
Rodinson and Berque, Said Does Not Deny Their Importance but Their Writings Are Confiscated Within the Prison House of Orientalist Orientalism.
Secondly, Said’s Justification for His Marginalization of the German Scholarship Is Due to His Adoption of Foucauldian Methodology; According to Which German Orientalism Was Not
Associated with Power and Domination .That Is Why He Focuses More On the French , English and American Orientalist Discourses Since They Are Strongly Linked with Colonialism.
Against Said and His Critics, Hitchens in His Article “ Where the Twain Should Have Met”asserts That Germany Did Have an Imperial Project; Kaiser Wilhelm II Visited Damascus and Paid for the Restoration of the Tomb of Saladin. In Addition, He Proposed “drand Nach Osten”- Drive to the East- Which Involves the Stupendous Schemes of Berlin-To-Baghdad Railway. Therefore German Orientalism Was Not an Exeption From It's Anglo-Franco Counterparts.
As for the Question of Representation, The Proportion and Scope of Distortions Is Much Wider Than the Scanty Exceptions Here and There of Few Respectful Individual Orientalists.In Addition, If the Rejection of Religion Was the Norm During the Enlightenment, Said Assumes That the Slander of Islam Was Not Limited to the Enlightenment. Instead It Dates Back to the Medieval Ages and Renaissance, Throughout Which Orientalism Provided a Huge Inexhaustible Repertoire of Negative Images About Islam .The Textual Literary Production Throughout This Period, Was Colored by Feelings of Antagonism Towards the Saracens and Phobia From Islam. That Is, The Orientalist Discourse Was -To Use Foucault’s Words- “an Epistemic Violence” Against Islam and Muslims .Bekkaoui(1998:1)Considers Medival Spain As the Setting for the Escalation of the Conflict Between the Muslims and the Crusaders:
“medival Spain Was the Battleground of Long and Fierce Battles Between the Crescent and the Cross.The Muslims Penetrated Medival Christian Consciousness with a Violent Trauma, Leaving Far-Reaching Wounds in the Psyche of Europe.The Easy Triumph and Rapid Spread of Islam in the Iberian Peninsula Struck Accute Terror in the Whole Christendom...The Christians Were
Shocked and Alarmed. They Coud Not Understand How a “false” Religion Could Possibly Triumph Over a True Faith. Stereotypes Were Only Means of Explanation ,And Misrepresenrations of the Enemy Became a Trenchant Weapon of Religious Warfare”.
The Distorted Images and Misrepresentations of Islam in Orientalist Writings Are Numerous. In the Divine Comedy, Dante Gives a Negative Stereotype About the Prophet
Mohamed -Peace and Blessing Be Upon Him-Through Which the Western Reader Come to Judge Islam Via These Unique Codifications or Schematisations:islam As a Name of Religion,Was Relegated to Another Insulting Label “mohammedanism”. Dante Places Mohamed the Messenger of Allah and Great Arab Figures Such As Ali the Fourth Caliph, Salahdine at the Last Circle of Hell with Satan: “maometto-Mohamed-Turns Up in Canto 28 Of the Inferno.He Is Located in the Eighth of Thenine Circles of Hell,In the Ninth of the Ten Bolgian.
 In Barthélemy D’herbelot’s Biblioteque Orientale Published in 1697, “islam Is Judged As Being a Fraudulent New Version of Some Previous Experience Christianity.”
. In Other Words, There has Been an Acute Attack On Islam and the Prophet Mohamed- Peace and Blessing Be Upon Him- As Well. Said Proves That “ The Character of Mohammed in the Middle Ages Was Heaped a Bundle of Attributes That Corresponded to the Character of the Prophets of the “free Spirit” Who Did Arise in Europe , And Claim Credence and Collect Followers. Similarly, Since Mohamed Was Viewed As the Disseminator of a False Revelation, He Became the Epitome of Lechery, Debauchery, Sodomy and a Whole Battery of Assorted Treacheries, All of Which Derived Logically From His Doctrinal Impostures.”

The Vilification of the Prophet Continued Under Different Cliches, Sometimes Under the Name of Mahound -Instead of Mohamed- That Refers to the Prince of Darkness in Greek Mythology. Other Times, The Name of Mohamed Is Harshly Deformed to Mahometto; The First-Born Child of Satan. In Addition in the Song of Roland, Mohamed Is Depicted As “ A Scoundrel and His Followers As Abominable Idolaters Given to Immoral Practices Such As Polygamy And
Capable of Every Sort of Satanic Wickedness”
.Within the Same Mainstream, Another Famous French Orientalist Antoine Galland Divided History Into Two Types: Sacred and Profane(The Jews
And Christians in the First, The Muslims in the Second)
. David Roberts Expresses His Crude Comments Against the Victorious Islamic Troops Entring European Cities: “splendid Cities,Once Embellished with Temples and Edifices Now Deserted, Or Reduced by Mismanagement and Barbarism of the Muslim Creed to a State As Savage As Wild Animals by Which They Are Surrounded. Often Have I Gazed On “them” Till My Heart Actually Sickned”
. The Perception of Islam As a Political, Religious, Economic, And Social Threat Reflects Ignorance of This Religion. It Is Ignorance of the Reality of Islam That has Provided the Fertile Land for the Growth of Tolerance, Co-Existence and Respect for the Others.
Furthermore, Islam Was Fixed, Laid Out to the Orientalist Attitude, Imprisoned in a Closed System, In Which Objects Are What They Are Because They Are What They Are ,For Once and for All Time.What Is Worse, The Orientalist Discourse Is Overgenerlising.Vocabulary and Items Are All Declarative and Self-Evident;The Tense They Employ Is the Timeless Eternal, They Convey an Impression of Repetition and Strength.Always the Use of the Copula Is. Thus, Mohamed Is an Imposter,The Very Phrase Canonized in D’herbelot’s Bibliotheque and Dramatized in a Sense by Dante”(Said:72). This Western View Is Fixed in the the European Repertoire and Collective Consciousness. For Example, Humphrey Prideaux Who Is a Famous Seventeenth Century Orientalist Wrote a Biography of Mohamed Entitled “ The True Nature of Imposter”.
In Short, The Islamic Religion has Come to Symbolise the Diabolic Evil, The Dreaded Foe, The Insinuating Danger, The Source of Devastation and Demonic Terror.
According to Said(1978:59), These Misrepresentations Are Due to the Rapid Expansion of Islam in Asia and the Enormously Increasing Triumphs of Islamic Troops “first Persi , Syria and Egypt, Then Turkey, Then North Africa...In the Eighth and Ninth Centuries Spain, Sicily and Parts
Of France Were Conquered. By the Thirteen and Fourteen Centuries Islam Ruled As Far East As India , Indonisia and China”. He Proceeds Arguing That These Distortions Emanates From the Fact That Islam Represents Unresolved Challenge On the Political, Intellectual and Economic Levels To
The West. Therefore,Transforming the Realities of the Orient From What They Are, To What They Should Be, Helps so Much in Demeaning the Importance of the “outsider Enemies”.
In His Book Islam and the West: The Making of an Image, Norman Daniel Explains the Reasons Underlying These Distortions: “apparently, Under the Pressure of Their Sense of Danger, Whether Real or Imagined, A Deformed Image of Their Enemy’s Beliefs Take Shape in Men’s Minds with the Victories of the Muslims, Distortions Spread in Religious Writings and Took Monstrous Disfigurements in Literary Imagination.”
. On His Part, Bekkaoui(1993:2-3)Considers the Aim of the Distortion and Misrepesentation of Islam As an Attempt to “vividly Evoke Europeans to Engender Xenophobia, Mount a Campaign Against Islam...Norman Daniel Goes On to Say: The Enemies Must Not Be Allowed to Speak for Themselves. It Was the Church Which Arogates to Itself the Right to Represent the Other...The Role Is to Create Stereotypes and Frame the Muslims so As to Inflame the Crusaders Colonizers with Holy Zeal and Incite Them to Battle Against “the Turband Race”it Does Not Matter Whether Truth Is Distorted Because Norman Daniel Explains the Christians Thought That Whatever Tended to Harm the Enemies of Truth Was Likely Itself to Be True.
3- Orientalism As the Site of Clash Between Zionists and Palestinians:
As an Elegant Palestinian Professor at Columbia University, Said Had Been a Faithful Advocate of the Arab and Islamic World in General and a Pro-Palestinian in Particular. With All Force and Passion at His Disposal, He Acutely Attacked Orientalism As a Colonial Legacy That has Legitimized Zionism. Indeed, Orientalists Have Given Credence and Credibility to the Zionist
Propaganda “a Land Without People for People Without Land” So As to Legitimize Their Colonial Settlement in Palestine.Throughout His Works, Said Seized the Opportunity to Demolish the Basis of the Zionist Project.

to Begin With, The Question of Victimization Is of Significant Imporance for a Better Understanding of Orientalism. It Is Deeply Rooted in the Arabo-Zionist Conflict.Throughout History, The Zionist Discourse has Been Founded On Narrating the the Experience of the Jews As Victims. The Distinctive Features of Their Representational Identity Are Characterised by Diaspora, Sufferings, Homelessness, Genocide, Holocust, Persecution, Exile and Wandering. Indeed, The Zionists has Successfully Managed to Win Supporters to Their Liberal Project Especially in the United States of America. Said Was Combative in Argumentation; He Situated the Palestinian Cause at the Core of His Preoccupations to the Extent That His Opponents has Tried Helplessly to Associate Him with Islamic Rage and Ideologue of Terrorism. By Way of Illustration, The American Zionist Edward Alexander Describes Said As “a Professor of Terror” That Spills Ink to Justify His Palestinian Colleagues’ Spilling Blood”
. What a Hellerious Ad Hominem! What Is Worse, Said Receives Many Death Threats From Other Zionists for His Strong Arguments. His Book Refuse to See the Arabs and Muslims As Stagnant in Their Passivity and Backwardness, Instead It Is an Operative Manifesto to See Them in Positive Activism and Affirmative Action..
The Aggressive Reactions Against E. Said Is Firmly Grounded On of His Being a Committed Intellectual and a Palestinian Exile. As Far As Being an Intellectual Is Concerned, Said Believes That the Arab Intellectual Elites Should Stick to Their Political and Professional Commitments and Remain Advocates of Their Arab and Islamic Issues.As a Palestinian in Exile, Said Demonstrates Tha the Palestinians Are but the Last Victims of a Long-Seated Prejudice Against the Arabs, Islam and the East in General. Being Aware of the Zionists Fraudulant Logic to Gain Credibility; Said Ironically Applies the Same Principles of Cultural Significance to Show That If the Jews Presume
To Be Victims Throughout History, Palestinians in Turn Are the Manifestation of the Daily Jewish Persecution; Massacre, Mass-Killing and Aggression. He Strongly Provides the Image of The
Jews Not As the Oppressed and Prosecuted ,As Always Been the Case, But As the Oppessors and Prosecutors. His Groundbreaking Works Are Encapsulated with Such Literary Jargon and Titles Such As “zionism From the Standpoint of It's Victims” “my Right of Return”, “ An Exile’s Exile”and “blaming the Victims”. Such Jargon has a Powerful Influence On the Zionist Consciousness; But This Time to Describe the Palestinian Expatriation From Their Homeland: “there Is a Guilty Side and There Are Victims.The Palestinians Are the Victims”
.
Besides, The Palestinian Case Is More Convincing Than the It's Zionist Counterpart: “the Crucial Disparity Between the Jewish and Palestinian Experiences Is That the Former Use These Terms to Denote a Collective Nostalgia Toward an Imaginary and Mythical Place, While the Latter Use the Notion to Describe the Factual Loss and Concrete Historical Displacement of Palestinians From Their Country. “the Difference Is That the Jewish People Claim That Their Relationship to Palestine Goes Back 3000 Years, And That They Were Exiled From It and Displaced 2.500 Years Ago.But the Expulsion of the Palestinians From Palestine Began Just Yesterday.Still, We Should Not Forget That the Zionist Official History Was Founded On the Diaspora and and the Idea of Permanent Exile- This History Uses Many Myths. I Think We As Palestinians Should Avoid Myths,And...Focus On the Historical and Concrete Facts and Refuse to Utilize Mythical Dimensions”

4-The Foundations of Orientalism:
4-1 Eurodiffusionism:
Eurodiffusionism Is One of the Theoratical Framework That Feeds the Orientalist Discourse.This Notion of Eurodiffusionism Is Based On the Belief That the Whole World has One Permanent Single Center; The Great Europe and One Permanent Periphery; The Non-European
Communities. J.Blaut(1993:1) Provides the Fundamental Tenets of Diffusionism “europeans Are Seen As the Makers of History. Europe Advances, Progresses,Modernizes. The Rest of the World Advances More Sluggishly;Or Stagnates.Therefore the World has a Permanent Geographical
Center and Permanent Periphery:an Inside and an Outside.The Inside Leads, The Outside Lags.The Inside Innovates, The Outside Imitates”.Put It Differently , The Inside-The Great Europe-Is the Center of Innovations, Creation and Civilisation and All Diffusions, While the Rest of the World Are the Recipient of the Innovative Processes of Europe.The Cultural Inventions Diffuse or Spread From the Inside to the Outside As the Air Flows Into the Vacuum. Since Antiquity,All Decisive and Most Influencial Events That Changed the Course of Human History Have Taken Place in Europe Due to “european Miracle”
: “great Europe has Been the Perpetual Fountainhead of History, Democracy, Pure Science, Mathematics, Philosophy, Law, Modern State and Capitalism”.
In Addition, Eurodiffusionism Is Grounded On “binary Division” Between “we”, The Europeans and “they”; The Colored People. The Former Are the Dessendents of the First True Man, “cro-Magnon”. They Are the Source of Racial Superiority, Cultural Priority and Historical Supermacy. The Latter On the Other Hand Are Bogymen Living in Utter Darkness, Cruel Savagery and Global Stagnation: “people Living in Africa and Asia Are Depicted As Inferior, Subhuman, Barbaric, Source of Stagnation , Political Despotism And, Tyranny and Cruelty, While Only Europeans Know the True Meaning of Freedom, Honour and Courage.”
.
What Is More ,A Dividing Line Between the Inside and the Outside has Been Drawn Concerning Positions, Assigning Roles to Play: The Inside’s-The Center- Noble Mission and Civilizing Duty Is to Progress, Modernize, Create and Innovate Whereas the Outside Remains Traditional, Unchanging, Backward and Receptive.Thus, The Inside Is Historical, Outstanding and Progressing While the Outside Is Ahistorical, Irrelevent and Non-Evolving. In Harmony with Divisive
Classification, “civilization Still Marches From Athens Torome to Paris to London and Perhaps Set Sail to New York...Non-Europeans Do Not Contribute Much to the World History, Although They Begin to Do so a Result of Eurpoean Influence, Europeans Are Still Brighter, Better and Bolder Than Everyone Else.”

Apart From the European Miracle,Eurodiffusionism Relies On the Myth of Emptiness.It has a Particular Connection to Settler Colonialism in Two Ways: First,Eliminating Native Inhabitants by Pretending That They Are Only Wanderers Do Not Settle Permanently There. Second, The Indigeneous People Are Not Aware of the Meaning of Political Sovereignety or Individual Property and Ownership to the Land.Thus Europeans Have the Legitimate Right to Colonize These Territories. From the Angle of Eurodiffusionism, Colonialism Is the Inevitable Destiny and the Natural Way for Non-European World to Advances Out of It's Stagnation, Backwardness and Traditionalism.
Moreover, The Notion of Eurodiffusionism Is Reciprocal and Bidirectional.Concerning the Reciprocity of Their Relation, The Inside Diffuses Innovative Ideas and Speads New Inventions to the Outside. The Outside in Turn, Has a Duty to Compensate the Inside for All It's Noble Missions in Terms of Exploiting Natural Resources: “ Compensating in Part for the Diffusion of Civilizing Ideas From Europe to Non-Europe, Is a Counterdiffusion of Material Wealth From Non-Europe to Europe...Nothing Can Compensate the Europeans for Their Gift of Civilization to the Colonies, So Colonialism Is Morally Justified. It Gis More Than It Receives”
.
As for the Bidirectional Nature Between the Inside and the Outside, Any Ideas That Diffuse From the Outside Into Europe Must Be Ancient, Savage, Atavistic, Uncivilized Evil, Black Magic, Vampires, Plagues, The Bogyman and the Like. Associated with This Conception Is the Diffusionist Myth Which has Been Called “the Theory of Our Contemporary Ancestors”. It Asserts That As We Move Farther and Farther From Civilized Europe, We Encounter People Who,
Successively, Reflect Earlier and Earlier Epochs of History and Culture. Thus the So-Called “stone-Age People.”
Said’s Refutes Orientalism Because It Is Based On “the Ontological and Epistemological Distinction Between the Orient and the Occident”
 That Eurocentric Diffusionism Theory Hold As Unquestionably Valid for Every Time and Place.In Addition, It Suppresses the Evidence That Many Communities and Societies -Part From Europe- Such As China, India and the Islamic World Have Contributed Positively in the Creative Innovations of Humanity.
4-2 Colonialism:
The Relationship Between Orientalism and Colonialism Is Another Divisive Topic Among Intellectuals. Said’s Opponents Argue That He Falls in a Paradoxical Trap.While He Is Faithful to His Dictum “all Oriental Representations Are Misrepresentations”, At the Same Time He Claims That Orientalism Paved the Way for Imperialism.That Is, If All Orientalists Are Spies and Intelligence Agents-As Said Holds- They Are Obliged to Provide Detailed Accounts and Authentic Information to Their Governments Based On Facts and Realistic Data Instead Distortions Andmisrepresentations. They Also Insist That Said Underestimates the Role of Colonial Knowledge About the Cultures of the Colonized. Furthermore, Many Orientalists Were Motivated by Various Commercial, Religious and Academic Motives and Not Only Colonial Ones.
In Consistency with His Thesis, Said Provides Factual Data From History to Reinforce His View That Orientalism Exerts an Exchange with Imperialism. From the Late Eighteenth Century Down On, Orientalism has Been an Effective Tool and Cultural Entreprise That Facilitate the Task for the Colonial Powers to Rule Over the Orient. France and Britain Which Were the Great Imperialist Empires at the Time Set Up Many Institutions Concerned with the Study of Different Geographical Areas of the Orient with Different Scholarly Specializations, Before the Shift of Power Moved to the United States of America After the End of the World War II.
The First Manifestation of This Exchange Was in 1798 When Napoleon’s Invasion of Egypt Was Facilitated by Orientalism. “napoleon’s Plans for Egypt Therefore Became the First in a Long Series of European Encounters with the Orient in Which the Orientalist Special Expertise Was Put Directly to Functional Colonial Use. For at the Crucial Instant When an Orientalist Had to Decide Whether His Loyalties and Sympathies Lay with the Orient or with the Conquering West, He Always Chose the Latter From Napoleon’ S Time On...As for the Emperor Himself(Napoleon), He Saw the Orient Only As It Had Been Encoded First by Classical Texts and Then by Orientalist Experts, Whose Vision, Based On Classical Texts, Seemed a Useful Substitute for Any Actual Encounter with the Real Orient”.

Put It Differently, The Triumph of Napoleon Was Prepared in Advance by Books and Scholors. Napoleon and De Lesseps Admitted That Everything They Knew, More or Less, About the Orient Came From Books Written in the Tradition of Orientalism, Placed in It's Library of “ideés Recues”. Orientalism As System of Knowledge Provided the Political Circles with an Open Easy to Access Library or Archive of Information About the Probable Impediments to Be Encountered by Colonial Powers and Ways to Cope with Them Politically, Socially and Economically. The Textual Production of Orientalism Includes the Works of Intellectuals Such As Gobineau, Renan, Burnouf, Remusat, Palmer, Zeil, Dozy, Muir, And Other Literary Figures Like Goethe, Hugo, Lamartine, Chateaubriand, Kinglake, Nerval, , Flaubert, Lane, Burton, Scott, Byron, Vigny, Disraely, G. Eliot, Gautier and Many Others. Napoleon for Instance Did Not Hide His High Admiration for Comte De Volney’s Campagnes D’egypte Et De Syrie. “napoleon Refers Explicitly to Volney Reflections in His Campagnes D’egypte Et De Syrie .Volney Considered That There Were Three Barriers to French Hegemony and Colonial Ambitions in the Orient and That Every Any French Force Would Therefore Have to Fight Three Wars : One Against England, A Second Against the Ottman Porte, A Third, The Most Difficult Against the Muslims”
.
The Idea of Taking a Full-Scale Academy of Historians, Philologists, Translators, Travellers Archaeologists and Physicians, Not Only Indicated the Importance of Textual Attitude to the Orient , But Also Bolsterd the Urgent Necessity for Napoleon to Take Those Skillful Orientalists Who Knew Every Detail About It.
Although the Napoleonic Invasion of Egypt Deeply Rooted in the French Imperial Scheme to Establish an Unprecedented Empire in the Western History, Napoleon Did Not Feel Shame or Embarassment to Pretend That the Invasion Was for the Benefit of Islam: “napoleon Tried Everywhere to Prove That He Was Fighting for Islam; Everything He Said Was Translated Into Koranic Arabic...He Make the Local Imams, Cadis, Muftis,And Ulemas Interpret the Koran in Favor of the Grande Armée. To This End, The Sixty Ulemas Who Taught at the Azhar Were Invited to His Quarters, Given Full Military Honors, And Allowed to Be Flattered by Napoleon’s Admiration for Islam and Mohammed and by His Obvious Veneration for the Koran, With Which He Seemed Perfectly Familiar... He Made Every Efforts to Convince the Egyptians That “ Nous Sommes Les Vrais Musulmans”
.
In Brief, Many Orientalists Have Examplified the Duality of Their Existence As Both Political Experts and Academic Scholars. Sir William Jones, Macdonald, Balfour, Cromer, Massingon, Bernard Louis Are but Few Names in the Long List of Imperial Agents Disguised in Academically Scholastic Pursuit.
In Close Relation with Colonialism, Said Considers Anti-Humanism and Racism As Key Features of the Orientalist Discourse. What Follows, Will Clarify Each One of Them.
4-3 Anti-Humanism:

Enlightenment Was the Historical Period That Witnessed the Reemergence of a Eurocentric Imperialism That Was Founded On the “truth” Of Being. Said Contends That Humanist Culture Is Tightly Linked to Colonial Imperialism. Humanism Means the European Man’s
Constant Search for Certitude and Mastery Over the Prolific Earth. For Said, Humanism Is an Other Configuration of Western Hegemony to Dominate and Rule Over the Orient. In Being and Time, Heideggar Claims That “humanitas” Can Be Traced Back to the Age of the Roman Republic.The Romans Divided the World Into Two Polarized Spheres: Homo Humanitas and Homo Barbarus.While Homo Humanitas Means the Romans Who Exalted and Honored Roman Virtues Through the Embodiment of the Paidea(Education; Culture and Erudition) , Homo Barbarus Denotes the Savage World of Non-Romans. In Addition, The Romans Were Qualified As Veritas Metropolis As Opposed to the Falsum World. Therefore, The Roman Educational Project Is Devoted to “ Eruditio Et Institution Homo Barbarus in Bonas Artes”; Scholarship and Training of the Barbarians in Good Conduct. An Other Pretext That Legitimated the Roman Will to Power Over the “barbarians” So As to Produce Royal Citizens of the Metropolis.
Rome has Been Always the Model and the Norm; It Constituted Not Only the Mode of Reference of Modern Humanism, But Also the Definitive Model for Modern Imperialism. In Other Words, Rome Becomes the Founding Moment of European History, The Source and the End of Occidental Representation of Being and Identity. In Fact, The So-Called Renaissance in Italy Is a Renascentia Romanitatis; The Revival and the Rebirth of the Roman Values and Civilisation. Orientalism Subsequently Emanates From the Same Source and Constitutes the Ideological Doctrine and Political Embodiment Underlying the Tendency to Imperialism.
According to Said, Orientalism has Always Possessed the Same Essence Throughout History From the Classical Greece to Modern American Middle Eastern Studies. Even the Existential Philosopher J.P. Sartre Clarifies the Deep Nature of Humanism: “ First,We Must Face the Striptease of Our Humanism.There You Can See It ,Quite Naked and It Is Not a Pretty Sight. It Was Nothing but an Ideology of Lies, A Perfect Justification for Pillage, It's Honeyed Words, It's Affectation of Sensibility Were Only Alibies for Our Aggressions”

2-4 Racism:

along with Anti-Humanism, Racism Is the Ideology Which Justifies the Colonial Rule and Imperialist Exploitation. The French Orientalist Earnest Renan for Instance, Believes That the “semites[ The Arabs and the Jews] Are Rabid Monotheists Who Produced No Mythology, No Art, No Commerce, No Civilization;Their Consciousness Is a Narrow One. All in All, They Represent “une Combinaison Inferieure De La Nature Humane...The Semitic Race Appears to Us to Be an Incomplete Race, By Virtue of It's Simplicity, This Race This Race Is...Like That Pencil Sketch Is Painting, It Lacks That Variety, That Amplitude...The Semitic Nations Experienced Their Fullest Flowering Intheir First Age and Have Never Been Able to Acheive True Maturity”. An Other Racist Figure Jules Harmond, Who Is Qualified As the Spokesman of the French Imperialism, Reinforces the Same Illusions of Western Superiority :“i Is Necessary Then, To Accept As a Principle Trhat There Is a Hierarchy of Races and Civilisations and “we” Belong to the Superior Race and Civilisation. The Basic Legitimation of Conquest Over Native People, Is the Conviction of Our Superiority.Our Dignity Rests On That Quality,And It Underlies Our Right to Direct the Rest of Humanity”
.
Furthermore, Chateaubriant Derives His Derogatory Lexicography From the Same Orientalist Archive. He Claims That “ Of Liberty, The Orientals Know Nothing, Of Property, They Have None. Force Is Their God...They Have the Body of Soldiers Without a Leader, Citizens Without Legislators, And Family Without a Father”.This Racist Trend Reached It's Culmination in Gobineau’s Book “the Inequality of Human Races” Published in 1853. This Book Was One of the Most Aspiring Gospels of Hitler to Attain His Imperialist Ends. For Gobineau, Only Europeans Are the the Source of Brilliance,Intelligence and Vigor, Nobility of Mind, Civility of Character and Ingenuity of Morals
.
Conclusion:
The Polemical Debates Swirling Around Said’orientalism Reflect the Significant Role and Far-Reaching Impact the Book has Exerted On Academia. While Said’s Critics Enthusiastically Praise the Acheivements and Contributions of Orientalism, Accusing Said of Sweeping Overgeneralizations and Undermining the Diversity and Heterogeneous Nature of Orientalist Heritage, Said in His Turn Based His Strong Rejection of Orientalism On Historical Intellectual and Academic Grounds. He Manages Successfully to Deconstruct the Fundamental Tenets of the Orientalist Discourse. His Furious Attack Emanates From His Conviction That Orientalism Is Not Only a Configuration of Western Hegemony, But Also Is Closely Tied with Imperialism, Racism, Anti-Humanism and Euro-Diffusionism. In Addition, Orientalists Have Never Extended Beyond the Strictures and the Confines Imposed by the Western Culture to Which They All Belong.
Said’s Thesis has Two Dimensions: First, It Presses On the Urgent Need to Look for Other Alternatives That Can Grant Real and Authentic Representations of Other Cultures and Societies Rather Than Orientalism. Second, It Calls for the Adoption of More Humane and Humanistic Paradigms Beyond Prejudices, Distortions and Feelings of Hostility That Orientalist Writings Tend to Feed and Expound.
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