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Research Paper
Dr. Josef Mengele
The Holocaust Remains One of the Most Tragic Events in History with the Cruel and Inhuman Treatment of Many Innocent People. Auschwitz, A Nazi Concentration Death Camp Located in Poland, Is Notorious for Experiments Dr. Josef Mengele Performed On Twins During Their Imprisonment. Mengele’s Two Main Roles While at Auschwitz Included Working On the Selection Plank and Scientific Research Done in the Laboratories. In the Selection Process, Mengele Chose Who Would Live and Who Would Die: The Stronger of the Prisoner’s Lives Being Spared to Become Workers in the Camp, While the Old, Sick, And Weak Were Directed to Their Death. Mengele Appeared to Enjoy and Take Great Pride in Working On the Selection Plank, Being There Allowed Mengele to Choose Firsthand the Next Guinea Pigs for His Medical Experiments.
Josef Mengele Was the Second Son of a Well-To-Do Strict Catholic German Family, And He Chose to Identify Himself On All Official Forms As Catholic Instead of the More Favored Nazi Term of “believer in God”. Mengele’s Particular Interest in Genetics and Physical Anthropology Eventually Made It Possible to Begin Work Under Otmar Von Verschuer at the Frankfurt University Institute of Hereditary Biology and Racial Hygiene. Mengele and Von Verscher Worked Together Under the Nuremberg Race Laws As Racial Experts (Lifton338-340).
Mengele Joined the General Ss in 1938, Being Drafted at the Outbreak of the War Into the Elite Waffen Ss. In 1943, The Doctor Assumed the Position As Chief Over the Women’s Section in Auschwitz After Being Injured in the War. This Is the Era in Which the Doctor Became Infamous for the Part He Played in Selections and Medical Experiments with a Particular Interest in Identical Twins. A Grant From the German Research Council Awarded to Von Verschuer Funded These Experiments; The Human-Specimen Material Collected From Inmates at Auschwitz Was Forwarded to the Kaiser Wilheim Institute in Berlin-Dahlem Headed by Von Verschuer. Inmates Were Killed and Maimed Strictly to Obtain Their Heads, Eyes, And Blood Samples: The Large Captive Population Served As a Unique Laboratory for Research. Mengele Thought of These Experiments As a Way of Reaching a Personal Goal in His Academic Career, “ Habilitation” A Requirement for an Appointment at the University (Seidelman 225-226).
Eva Moses Kor, A Twin Who Survived Dr. Mengele’s Brutal Experiments Tells the Story of Being a Guinea Pig at Auschwitz. Upon Arriving at Auschwitz, Kor Saw Tall Smoking Chimneys High Above the Buildings, And a Very Distinct Odor Filled the Air. According to Kor, There Is Not Another Slice of Land Where so Many Lives Have Been Changed in Such a Short Period. Kor Remembered Being Packed in a Cattle Car On a Train with Her Family and Other Jews for Two Days with Nothing to Eat or Drink Before Finally Reaching Their Destination. The Kor Family—once Consisting of a Mother, A Father, Two Older Sisters, And Eva’s Twin Sister, Miriam—ceased to Exist Moments After Stepping Off the Train Onto the Selection Plank. Eva's Mther Grabbed the Twin’s Hands Tightly, With Her Father Holding the Hands of the Two Older Siblings. Kor Remembered Turning Around to See Her Father and Older Sisters Being Pulled in a Different Direction. The Ss Officer Shouting, “twins! Twins,” Demanding to Know If She and Miriam Were Twins While Her Mother Was Being Pulled Away Crying, With Her Arms Reaching for the Girls. Kor Stated That in an Instant Nothing Would Ever Be the Same; Life Changed Forever.

moreover, The Life of a Ten Year Old Little Girl Would Now Become That of a Guinea Pig. Walking Into the Barrack Kor Remembered Seeing Corpses of Three Children Laying On the Floor Naked, With Their Eyes Open As If They Were Staring at Her. Numbers Were Tattooed On the Children’s Arms As a Form of Identification. There Were Days When the Twins Were Taken to Rooms Where They Were Required to Sit for Six to Eight Hours Naked While Their Heads and Other Body Parts Were Measured and Compared; Eye Color, Shape and Size Compared to Charts. Other Days They Were Taken to Blood Labs, Kor Remembered Both Arms Being Tied Off to Restrict Blood Flow While Being Injected with Unknown Substances. After One of These Injections Kor Became Very I'll and Was Taken to the Hospital, Describing the Other Patients She Saw There As “the Living Dead”. While Doing Rounds Mengele and Four Other Doctors Came to Visit; Announcing Kor Only Had Two Weeks to Live After Checking Her Chart, But Kor Refused to Die. Later Her Twin Sister, Miriam Told Her That During the Time Eva Had Been Hospitalized, She Was Taken to a Different Barrack. Had Eva Died Miriam Would Have Been Taken Immediately to the Lab and Killed by an Injection Into the Heart so Mengele Would Have Both Twin’s Bodies for Comparative Autopsies (Kor).

according to the Book “auschwitz” Mengele Had a Schizophrenic Nature. Vera Alexander, A Czechoslovakian Inmate Working As a Kapo States, “mengele Used to Come to the Camp Every Day—he Used to Bring Chocolate…when I Shouted and Told the Children Off, They Usually Reacted [By Saying], ‘we Will Tell Uncle You Are Bad. ’Mengele Was the ‘good Uncle’ (Rees180). Mengele Full of Charm and a Smile On His Face Would Visit the Children in the Barracks Only to Have the “good Uncle” Perform Cruel Experiments On Them Later, Sending Them Back to the Barracks Crying in Pain.
“the Rumor at the Camp Was That He Was Trying to Understand the Exact Circumstances in Which Multiple Births Occur, And Therefore Wanted to Undertake Research That Might Eventually Allow Women in Reich to Have More Children More Quickly. But It Is More Likely He Was Chiefly Motivated by the Desire to Understand the Role of Genetic Inheritance in Development and Behavior –this Was a Topic That Obsessed Many Nazi Scientists” (Rees 180).
Even If the Intentions of Early Eugenicists Meant Well, To Treat and Eliminate Disease, The so Called “racial Hygiene” Practiced by the Nazis ‘third Reich Soiled the Reputation by the Extreme Nature of the Experiments.
“to Further Their Idea of “racial Cleansing,” Nazi Physicians Used Other Alternatives to Curb the Reproduction of Innocent “inferior” Citizens. These Alternatives Included Sending Those Individuals to the Gas Chambers or Using Them for Medical Trials—experimental Medicine Taken to Extreme Measures. Indescribably Inhumane Acts Were Performed On the So-Called “abnormal” People, Including Twins, Children with Diseases, And Jews, In the Secretive Laboratories of German Physicians. These Acts Included Determining the Most Efficient Way of Murdering a Human Being and Finding the Secret of Multiple Births to Rapidly Increase the German Population” (Parendi).
“knowledge Can Be Dangerous If It’s Not Applied Properly” (Kor).
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